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Learning To Be More Like Jesus 
 

One of the hardest things to do is to be optimistic in such a negative world.  

When we see so many people around us not interested in spiritual things, it 

can be very discouraging.  Yet, our Lord views things totally different.  He 

thinks of the faithful few and their commitment to Him as such a positive and 

encouraging factor.  Even with just a few who are willing to follow the  

narrow path that leads to eternal life and knowing the majority of people will 

not enter Heaven, the Lord imputes His righteousness upon His followers 

(Matt. 7: 13-14).   Jesus was the greatest optimist who ever lived—even with 

the parable of the Sower and the Tares.  Only one out of four soils would be 

good soil. The majority would not remain faithful to Him.  It would have been 

easy for the disciples to have become discouraged.  The Lord was rejected by 

the majority of people, yet this did not discourage and defeat our Savior. Jesus 

knew this was going to be the outcome of giving His life for mankind. 

The Lord also told the parable of the mustard seed (Matt. 13:31-32). Most of 

the time, when we see a small grain of mustard seed, we don’t think about 

what it may become—rather we think about the present size.  Jesus often  

noticed that which is unnoticed by most:  The widow’s mite, one lost coin, a 

cup of water, and now the “the least of all the seeds.”  

Again, when Jesus selected His disciples, He looked at the nature of  

them—fishermen, tax collectors, tent makers, etc.  No men of renown or men 

of prestige in society were chosen.  Yet, see what was done by these men and 

the thousands who obeyed the gospel because of them!  Starting on the day of 

Pentecost (Acts 2), then as they went to Judea, Galilee, Samaria, and to the 

uttermost parts of the earth.   Common individuals doing great things for the 

Lord!  Remember, it was Jesus who was always encouraging people not  

to worry, not to fear, and to be of good cheer. Such was the faith of  

Jesus—strong enough to move mountains!  Faith and optimism go together.  

Oh, we need more faith and trust in the Lord! Let’s be more positive and  

optimistic in our lives—like Jesus Christ our Savior!        

 

Your Elders 

  

 

To Our Guests 

 We are so pleased and honored that you have chosen to visit with us today! Chase Park is a wonderful 

Christian family, devoted to serving God through our lives and work.  We are excited to share our love for 

Christ with others and we are thankful to have the  opportunity to meet you and to have you join us for worship. 

 As we worship together today, our desire is to worship God according to the New Testament pattern 

and in a way that is pleasing and acceptable to Him.  It is also our prayer that our time together is uplifting to 

those who are here including you, our guest.  If you have any questions about anything that you see or hear  

today, please ask us.  We would love to speak with you about those things and help you in any way that we can.   
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Lamications—Andrew Lamica 

Evangelism Made Personal—Success 

 Have you ever found yourself 

becoming impatient after having to 

wait for five minutes in the fast 

food drive through? That makes 

two of us.   

 We live in what I have heard 

called a “microwave society.” We 

want what we want, and we want it 

now. Day by day, patience is     

becoming a thing of the past.  

Technology has sped up the way 

we do business and interact with 

one another as well. We can send a 

message or make a call across the 

globe in a matter of seconds.  

 As a result of our high paced 

lifestyle, have we become impatient 

with one another? Has our willing-

ness to forgive or be longsuffering 

toward others become impeded due 

to our lack of patience? 

 When I look over my life I am  

thankful for the longsuffering    

nature of God. It is through God’s 

patience that each of us have the 

opportunity to obtain the mercy 

found in the blood of His Son.   

 Saul, who would become the 

Apostle Paul, understood the great 

blessing of God’s longsuffering. In 

writing to the young preacher,  

Timothy, Paul credits the patience 

of God as being paramount to his   

receiving mercy for his sins against 

Christ and His church (1 Timothy 

1:12-16). 

 God being longsuffering toward 

Paul, the chief sinner by his own 

admission, was done in part to give 

us an example of how God feels 

about sinners.  God does not desire 

any sinner to stay in a lost state but 

that every single one comes to     

repentance (2 Peter 3:9). 

 When I consider how patient 

God has been and continues to be 

with me, it should cause me to burst 

out with joy and praise toward Him 

as Paul did (1 Timothy 1:17). What 

a wonderful blessing it is for God 

to give me a little more time to 

draw nearer to Him! 

 Though God is patient, we must 

never take for granted His patience. 

God’s patience should cause us to 

love Him deeper and create within 

us a desire to obey Him.  

 There will come a time when 

God’s longsuffering will end and 

each one of us will have to give an 

account for how we spent our time 

on earth (Romans 2:4-5). May each 

of us spend our time not taking for 

granted God’s longsuffering but 

using it as a way to grow closer to 

Him! 

Related to the previous perspec-

tives of Mark Copeland from 

"The Parable of the Sower" is the 

perspective concerning...THE 

PLACE OF THE SOWER. 
As illustrated in the parable and 

elsewhere, we are simply "Seed-

Throwers" and "Water-Boys" (cf. 

1 Cor. 3:5-7).  One may plant 

the seed, another may water, but 

it is GOD (through His Word in a 

receptive heart) who gives the 

increase!  Because of this, there 

is no place for boasting  

about numbers of people being 

converted. 

But there is another significance 

to this.  God can even use 

"defective" seed-throwers (cf. 

Phil. 1:15-18).  Not only  

defective in motive (as seen in 

the text), but also in experience!  

This is because the power is in 

the seed, not the sower! 

Therefore we should not feel like 

we have to be an accomplished 

salesman to present the Gospel.  

Even those who tremble and may 

not be eloquent can be used by 

the Lord to reach others (cf. 1 

Cor. 2:1-5). 

And then there is...THE PRIN-

CIPLE OF SOWING AND 

REAPING.  In 2 Cor. 9:6 we 

find this principle stated, and it is 

easily seen in many different  

areas of life: 

 In sales, the ratio of success 

is often one sale out of nine calls. 

 In acting, the ratio can be as 

high as one job out of thirty  

auditions, even for successful 

actors. 

 In the Parable of the Sower, 

only one out of four produced 

favorable results. 

Successful people in different 

walks of life understand that the 

key to success is to increase the 

number of their efforts.  The  

conclusion for us is obvious:  If 

we desire to reap more, we must 

be willing to sow more!  Many 

people fail in the area of  

evangelism because they "sow 

sparingly" and get discouraged 

by the meager results. 

If we increase the level of  

sowing, the level of reaping will 

rise proportionately.  But again, 

to avoid discouragement, we 

need to set goals on how many 

are being taught, not on how 

many are converted! 
 

Your Elders 
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Sick 

Barfield Health Care (22444 Hwy. 431;  

Guntersville, AL 35976) 

George Landman, (Mac Landman’s father) 
 

Home:  Sarah Irwin, Robb Walker, Dwight 

Steele, Joe and Gladys Parker. 
 

Sympathy 

We express sympathy to Justin Gransky in the 

death of his mother, Cynthia Gransky. 
 

Balance Class 

Tues., June 27; Thurs., June 29; 1:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

Ladies Night Out 

Tomorrow night, 6:00 p.m., at home of Dianne 

Maddox.  Sign-up sheet at Hospitality Desk. 
 

Pantry Item 
Canned meats (chicken, pork, ham, spam, etc.) 
 

 

 

News Of Interest 

Today and Upcoming at Chase Park 

Thank You                                     Talents Reorganization Dinner 

Family Care Program 

Teams I and J will meet with Teams A and C  

today for potluck lunch, dining room.  Team I 

Leaders:  John Adams, Brian Peacock, Tom 

Pond; Team J Leaders:  Greg Cothren, Ben 

Hand; Team A Leaders:  Andrew Lamica,  

Wesley McDonald, Tim Row, Stephen  

Trammell; Team C Leaders:  Don Champion, 

Mac Landman. 
 

Regency Retirement Service 

Today:  1:30 p.m. 

Speaker:  Dennis Lawson 

Song Leader:  Jared Olbricht 

Hospital Visitation 

Team #4 (McCall), please pick up your             

assignments today following evening worship. 
 

Little Leaders 

Today, 4:45—5:00 p.m., young boys will lead a 

song to those who are gathered in the auditorium. 
 

Ladies Bible Class 

Tuesday, June 27, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Super Seniors 

Wednesday, June 28.  No lunch. 

 

 

“Thank you so much for my sweet cards, calls,  

visits, email and text messages (members at Chase 

Park) for constantly checking on me (you’re  

awesome) and keeping me in prayers!   May God 

continue to bless you!”  
 

Bennie Jacks 

 

“To all the Members at Chase Park— 

Thank you so much for all the love, prayers and 

everything you have done for our mother over the 

years.  Each of you meant so much to mother.   

She was so blessed to be included in such a  

wonderful, loving church family.  I’m sure that 

God will continue to bless you.  With love,” 
 

DiAnne Hogue and Tom Reeves 

Tonight after p.m. service.  Meat will be  

provided.  Sign-up sheet and menu at  

Hospitality Desk.   

A strong Visitation Program is vital to the long-

term growth of any congregation.  This Ministry is 

responsible for seeing that the congregation  

maintains an active program of visitation so  

that the church has a positive impact on  

the surrounding community.  This outreach to  

individuals and families can best be achieved by 

members visiting in homes and making contact in 

other ways.  There is a place for you in this  

outreach effort here at Chase Park Church of 

Christ.  Please join us as we “Seek the lost” (Luke 

19:10)!  Naaman Goode is the deacon  

overseeing this Ministry. 
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Statistics 
 

Sunday, June 18, 2017 
 

AM Worship ................... 396 

Month Average  .............. 372 

Bible Class ...................... 290 

PM Worship .................... 251 

Wed., June 21 Bible Classes ..... 258 

Regency Ret. Worship ...... 39 

Offering............... $17,784.08 

Budget ...................... $18,000 

Average ‘17 ............. $17,908 

Under Budget for year...... -$2,310 

Building Fund  ....................$145.00 

 

 

Services 
 

Sunday 
 

Worship .................. 9:00 a.m. 

Bible Class ........... 10:15 a.m. 

Worship .................. 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
Wednesday 

 

Super Seniors ....... 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Class ............. 6:30 p.m. 

 

Web Site Home Bible Studies 
https://www.cpcofc.org/home-bible-studies 

(Lesson 1 Link) 
The Bible—God’s Holy Word 

 

 

Questions from the  Master Teacher 
  

2017 Midweek Summer Series 

June 28         “Why Are You So Afraid?”               Mark 4:40 

                     A question about faith in the midst of trials 

Guest Speaker: 

Adam Faughn 

9th Avenue Church of Christ 

Haleyville, Alabama 

Life is filled with trials—events and circumstances that disrupt our lives, fill our 

hearts and minds with fear and uncertainty, and even challenge our faith.  In this 

week’s text, the apostles are confronted with a perilous storm that is, in many 

ways, a representation of the many emotional, physical, and spiritual “storms” 

that we encounter in life.  We may even be tempted, at times, to cry out to the 

Lord, as the apostles did on that occasion, “Do You not care that we are 

perishing?”  But just as on that occasion, Jesus is the calm in the midst of our 

storm.  He is there to give us shelter and to ensure us that, as long as we abide 

with Him, there is nothing to fear.  In our most trying times, our Savior reaches 

out to us with eyes filled with love as His gentle voice echoes in our hearts: 

“Why are you so afraid?”  I hope you will be here this Wednesday night as Adam 

Faughn leads us in a period of study on this text about fear and faith in the midst 

of our trials of life. 


