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Does It Really Matter? 
        

       “Does it really matter whether I attend all the services of the church or not?  After 

all, Sunday (morning worship) is the only time that we are commanded to meet.  

Right?”  For so many Christians, this is the attitude and thought process concerning 

Bible studies and other meeting times of the church.  But is this a valid argument?  

Aren’t the other services (besides Sunday morning worship) really optional, and 

therefore, unimportant?  The simple answer to the original question is YES, it really 

does matter whether we faithfully attend the services of the church.  As a preacher, it 

is very disheartening to see a much smaller crowd on Sunday night in comparison to 

Sunday morning.  I understand that some have legitimate reasons for not being here, 

but I also know that many do not.  Will you consider with me a few reasons why 

gathering with the church really does matter? 

       First of all, consider what the Bible says about when we should worship.   

Certainly, the church did meet on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7).  This was the 

designated time to commemorate the Lord’s death with the Lord’s Supper as they 

worshipped together.  But this was certainly not the only time that they gathered  

together.  Both scripture (Acts 2:46) and historical accounts of the church tell us that 

the 1st century church met together for worship and fellowship very often.  If we are 

truly to follow their example, we would desire to meet together whenever we have the 

opportunity.   

       Secondly, consider the benefits of gathering with the church.  The services of the 

church provide opportunities for us, as  Christians, to worship God, become  

more knowledgeable concerning God’s Word, encourage other Christians and be  

encouraged and strengthened in our own lives.  Any faithful Christian ought to have a 

great desire to do all of these things.  Gaining maturity and growth as a child of God 

should be a primary concern for us, and taking advantage of opportunities to do those 

things should be a natural desire for us. 

       Finally, consider what is probably the greatest problem with the attitude  

described above—the condition of the heart.  You see, if I understand what is taking 

place when the church meets (worship, Bible study, fellowship, etc.) and I choose not 

to be a part of those things, I am saying to myself, my family, my fellow-Christians, 

and to God that those things are not important to me and I  do not really want to be 

involved in them.  I am saying that I would rather be doing other things and that I will 

only worship when I am required to.  Remember the words of Jesus as He quoted 

from Isaiah the prophet in Matthew 15:8, “These people draw near to Me with their 

mouth and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.”  Surely, we do 

not want to have that kind of attitude as Christians. 

       May God give us all hearts that desire to worship Him, grow closer to Him, and 

be involved with His family, the church, at any and every opportunity. 

 

To Our Guests 
 We are so pleased and honored that you have chosen to visit with us today! Chase Park is a wonderful 

Christian family, devoted to serving God through our lives and work.  We are excited to share our love for 

Christ with others and we are thankful to have the  opportunity to meet you and to have you join us for worship. 

 As we worship together today, our desire is to worship God according to the New Testament pattern 

and in a way that is pleasing and acceptable to Him.  It is also our prayer that our time together is uplifting to 

those who are here including you, our guest.  If you have any questions about anything that you see or hear  

today, please ask us.  We would love to speak with you about those things and help you in any way that we can.   
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Lamications—Andrew Lamica 

Evangelism Made Personal—Success 

 There are many different  

barometers when it comes to measur-

ing greatness in our society today.   

 Some would measure greatness 

by a financial status, the size of a 

house or number and model of  

vehicles owned.  Some measure 

greatness by climbing some sort  

of employment ladder, getting  

promoted to the highest position 

within a company. Others might see 

greatness as some sort of athletic 

achievement. 

 All of the things listed previously 

are commendable achievements, but 

are they really how we want to  

measure our life? When we reflect 

back on the things that the world uses 

to measure greatness, would we not 

agree that they are temporary  

successes?  

 According to Solomon, our  

finances will one day belong to 

someone else (Ecclesiastes 2:21).  

 Climbing the ladder at our places 

of employment is a noble task.  

When we commit ourselves to  

work, we should strive to be the best 

worker that we can be (Colossians 

3:17).  While we strive to be the best 

worker possible, we must  

remember, our jobs and position are 

temporary.  One day or another  

employment comes to an end for all 

of us.  

 I enjoy watching, playing, and 

coaching sports as much as the next 

person. There are many great  

lessons to be learned through  

competition that is only found in 

sports. However, let us remember, 

sports along with their victories are 

short lived. There will come a day 

when there is not a practice to go to 

or a championship to win. 

 So, as Christians, what is the type 

of greatness we ought to strive for?  

In Matthew 18:1 the disciples came 

to Jesus and asked Him “Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 

Jesus then called a child over to Him 

and explained to the disciples  

what true greatness looks like.  True 

greatness, the kind of greatness 

Christians ought to strive for is  

completely counter-cultural. True 

greatness is described by Jesus  as 

“humility.” If we want to be great in 

the kingdom of heaven, we must be 

willing to be humble servants of God, 

because it is there that true greatness 

lies. 

Mark Copeland presents a second 

perspective for success in evange-

lism…   GOD "OPENS DOORS" 

FOR PREPARED WORKERS! 
The Scriptures often speak of the 

Lord "opening doors" for His  

servants who are ready to serve Him.  

Paul wrote about an "open door" of 

opportunity that prompted him to 

remain longer at Ephesus (1 Cor. 

16:9).  He even wrote of one  

occasion where there was an "open 

door," but circumstances were such 

that he did not take advantage of it 

(2 Cor. 2:12-13).  The implication 

regarding evangelism is this:  If we 

desire to be used by the Lord in His 

providence to reach those who are 

seeking the truth, then we must  

prepare ourselves to be useful       

(cf. 2 Tim. 2:19-21)! 

The principle of preparation applies 

to both individuals and congre- 

gations.  Individuals must prepare 

themselves to be able to teach, or to 

lead souls to those ready to teach.  

But congregations must also be 

ready to assimilate new converts into 

the family of God where they can be 

nurtured and protected during a vital 

stage of their newfound life.  If we 

will "prepare" ourselves to be useful 

to the Lord, His providence will 

"open doors" of opportunity to reach 

those in our community who have 

honest and good hearts that are  

seeking for the truth. 

An important part of  

preparation involves another 

“perspective” ...PRAYER IS THE 

"CATALYST" IN EVANGE-
LISM!  If the providence of God is 

at work and it involves the lives of 

those who are prepared to be used as 

well as those who are seeking the 

truth, it should be easy to see that 

prayer would play an important role.  

In the conversion of Cornelius, it 

was his prayers that prompted God 

to take notice (Acts 10:1-4), and it 

was a man given to prayer that the 

Lord chose to use in order to reach 

him (Acts 10:9). 

I get the impression sometimes that 

much preparation for evangelism is 

not too different from preparing to 

make a sales pitch.  It is almost as 

though people think that if you  

follow the right procedure with  

anyone, the desired results must  

necessarily follow.  Now, I realize 

that is no one's intention.  Yet I do 

find that prayer is not often stressed 

in many books on "how to do  

evangelism."  In contrast, we find 

Paul teaching the Colossians to pray 

that God would open a door for the 

Word (Col. 4:3). 

When we have prepared ourselves to 

be useful to the Lord and then  

diligently pray "Lord, lead me to 

some soul today," I am convinced 

that doors will open and we will 

begin to find souls who themselves 

have been praying and who will be 

receptive to the gospel! 
 

Your Elders 
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Sick 

River City Rehab (1350 14th Avenue, SE;  

Decatur, AL  35601) 

Sarah Irwin 

 

Home:  Bennie Jacks, Dwight Steele, Joe and 

Gladys Parker. 

 

 

 

 

Balance Class 

Tues., June 13; Thurs., June 15; 1:30 p.m. 
 

 

Pantry Item 

Canned Tuna. 
 

News Of Interest 

Today and Upcoming at Chase Park 

Thank You 

Family Care Program 

Team/Section G and H will meet today for potluck 

lunch, dining room.  Section G Leaders:  Bill  

Zlatovich, Mike Emerson, Robb Walker;  

Section H Leaders:  Randal Jennings, Mark 

Lambrecht, Ron McCall. 
 

Regency Retirement Service 

Today:  1:30 p.m. 

Speaker:  Hollis Todd 

Song Leader:  Michael Sims 
 

Hospital Visitation 

Team #2 (Emerson), please pick up your          

assignments today following evening worship. 
 

Super Seniors 

Wednesday, June 14.  Potluck lunch. 

Regency Retirement Village Singing 

Thursday, June 15, 6:00 p.m. 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Saturday, June 24., 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

“My heartfelt thanks to everyone at Chase Park for your outpouring of love, concern and especially your 

prayers for me during my recent surgery!  WHO would've ever thought that I would be in the hospital for 28 

days! Even chemo and radiation did not do this to me last year.  This was a very tough surgery. The  

doctors decided to stretch my esophagus this past Thursday.  I am hopefully on the mend and will be home 

soon! Praise the Lord!  Again, I am ever so thankful for the numerous calls, visits, cards, texts, emails, gifts 

and prayers! YOU ALL are wonderful Christians who care so much for others and it shows.  You continue 

to Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify our Father who art in 

heaven! God is Great and cares for us.  I'm ever so thankful!   Thank you all for asking your friends and 

families to pray for me as well.  In Christian Love,” 
 

Bennie Jacks 

(Patrick Jacks said thank you too!) 
(Submitted Saturday, June 3, 2017) 
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Statistics 
 

Sunday, June 4, 2017 
 

AM Worship ................... 339 

Month Average  .............. 339 

Bible Class ...................... 310 

PM Worship .................... 247 

Wed., Jun. 7 Bible Classes ........ 259 

Regency Ret. Worship ...... 37 

Offering............... $20,031.35 

Budget ...................... $18,000 

Average ‘17 ............. $17,951 

Under Budget for year...... -$1,133 

Building Fund  ....................$125.00 

 

 

Services 
 

Sunday 
 

Worship .................. 9:00 a.m. 

Bible Class ........... 10:15 a.m. 

Worship .................. 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
Wednesday 

 

Super Seniors ....... 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Class ............. 6:30 p.m. 

 

Web Site Home Bible Studies 
https://www.cpcofc.org/home-bible-studies 

(Lesson 1 Link) 
The Bible—God’s Holy Word 

 

 

Questions from the  Master Teacher 
  

2017 Midweek Summer Series 

June 14    “But who do you say that I am?”           Matthew 16:15 

       A question about our understanding of Jesus 

Guest Speaker: 

Scotty Sparks 

Mastin Lake Church of Christ 

Huntsville, Alabama 

Last week, we considered how the world views Jesus.  From that same Biblical 

passage, in the text for this week’s lesson, we learn that Jesus is not only  

interested in what the world thinks of Him, but also in what those closest to Him 

believe.  In response to His question, Peter makes the beautiful confession: “You 

are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  It is interesting that in our world  

today, even among those who claim to be Christians, there is a great deal of  

confusion about who and what Jesus is to us.  As our Redeemer, Savior, and 

Lord, it is vitally important that we understand, not only who Jesus is, but what 

He has done for us and what place He is to hold in our lives.  Do we truly  

understand Jesus and what it means to say that He is the Christ?  I hope that you 

will be here this Wednesday as Scotty Sparks leads us in a period of study on the 

subject of our understanding of Jesus. 


