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When An Unwavering Faith Wavers 
(Part 1—Abraham) 

        

       Have you ever struggled with your faith?  I imagine that we all have at times.  

We believe in God—His power, His wisdom, His love for us—but there are times 

when life can present circumstances that cause us to question, worry, or waver in 

our trust and devotion to Him.  We understand that God promises His blessings 

and care and we know that He is a faithful God who asks for and deserves our 

unconditional trust.  However, we often find ourselves in the same position as the 

man who brought his son, possessed with an unclean spirit, to Jesus and  

exclaimed, “Lord, I believe;  help my unbelief!”  (Mark 9:24).  Over the next few 

weeks, we will consider the fact that many of the greatest heroes of faith recorded 

in the Scriptures also wavered from time to time in their faith.  By learning from 

their examples, hopefully, we can be strengthened in our faith and learn to  

overcome our struggles. 

       There can be no doubt that Abraham was a man who exhibited an extraordi-

nary faith in God throughout his life.  From his leaving Ur on God’s command 

(Genesis 12) to his willingness to offer Isaac as a sacrifice to God (Genesis 22), 

Abraham continually displayed an unwavering faith in the promises of God.  But 

even in the life of Abraham, there were moments when his unwavering faith  

wavered.  One such moment is recorded in Genesis 15-16.  As chapter 15 begins, 

Abraham questions the promises of God concerning his inheritance.  As an old 

man, Abraham did not have an heir but was assured by God that His promises 

were sure.  To Abraham’s credit, we are told in verse 6: “And he believed in the 

Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.”  His faith in God was great!  

However, in chapter 16, we find that Abraham feels the need to help God out by 

producing an heir through Sarah’s maidservant, Hagar.  It seems that, as Abraham 

considered the circumstances of Sarah’s barrenness along with their old age, his 

faith succumbed to DOUBT, causing him to waver in his reliance upon God.  

       Doubt can be a powerful force in our lives as we struggle to maintain an  

unwavering faith in God.  Trials, obstacles, and struggles in life can all cause us 

to be tempted to question God’s faithfulness and care.  But, from the example of 

Abraham we learn that doubt does not have to destroy our faith in God.  Through 

the life of Abraham, we are reminded that God is always faithful in His promises 

and is not limited in His ability to bless our lives.  So when doubts arise,  

remember the faithfulness of God and be renewed in your faith! 

Rusty 

 

To Our Guests 

 We are so pleased and honored that you have chosen to visit with us today! Chase Park is a wonderful 

Christian family, devoted to serving God through our lives and work.  We are excited to share our love for 

Christ with others and we are thankful to have the  opportunity to meet you and to have you join us for worship. 

 As we worship together today, our desire is to worship God according to the New Testament pattern 

and in a way that is pleasing and acceptable to Him.  It is also our prayer that our time together is uplifting to 

those who are here including you, our guest.  If you have any questions about anything that you see or hear  

today, please ask us.  We would love to speak with you about those things and help you in any way that we can.   
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Lamications—Andrew Lamica 

Evangelism made Personal—Success 

 I believe it is a fair statement to say that we live in  

a world which is becoming increasingly materialistic.  

Everywhere we turn, the new, latest, and greatest of some 

product is being peddled to us. It can even seem at times 

that our social standing is sometimes tied to the things we 

do or do not possess. 

 If we are not careful, worldview of materialism can 

creep into the lives of the Lord’s people. We can be fooled 

into the false notion that somehow our self-worth is  

directly related to the number or quality of things we  

possess. 

 One of the major problems with this type of thinking is 

it shortchanges our true value! When we allow  

ourselves to believe that our value is contingent upon the 

size of our house, or the number of digits in our bank  

account balance, those things will become our focus and 

our primary pursuits. 

 What I am not saying is that it is wrong to have nice 

things or to enjoy nice things, that is not the case at all!  As 

Christians, we must be willing to regularly audit ourselves 

to be sure that the things of the world are not blinding us of 

the much more valuable spiritual blessings that life has to 

offer.  As Christians our focus should be to seek first the 

kingdom of God and allow those things which are physical 

to be handled by God (Matthew 6:33). 

 God knew this was a very real danger for His people 

which is why He offered us many different teachings on 

the subject.  If we are not careful, we might find ourselves  

looking at what others have and comparing that to our 

blessings.  

Allowing our perspective to change from the spiritual to 

the worldly is very dangerous and can have big  

challenges for us (James 4:1-3).  How many marriages, 

family relationships, and friendships have been ruined  

because people lost their perspective on what is important 

and put material possessions in an improper place? 

 Christians, may we each be sure to keep the physical 

blessings we have in their proper place. They are here to be 

enjoyed, not worshiped.  They are possessions, they should 

never be allowed to possess us. 

 What is your focus as you read this today?  Take  

inventory of your life.  Is your eye set on those things 

which are physical or are you pursuing the spiritual?  

Sweet Christian, focus on the spiritual! 

Related to the previous perspectives 

the perspective concerning...THE 

PLACE OF THE SOWER. 
Finally, of Mark Copeland’s obser-

vations from "The Parable of the  

Sower," one last perspective for  

success in evangelism...QUITE  

OFTEN, ONE SOWS AND  

ANOTHER REAPS! 
Winning souls involves both "sowing" 

and "reaping."  Jesus used these terms 

in talking to His disciples as recorded 

in John 4:35-38.  Exactly what is the 

difference between "sowing" and 

"reaping?" 

Sowing is the work necessary to one 

day being able to reap!  In agriculture, 

sowing involves preparing the soil and 

planting the seed.  In winning souls to 

Christ, sowing likewise involves  

preparation and planting: 

 In which the hearts are being  

prepared for the reception of the  

gospel. 

 In which the hearts are first intro-

duced to the gospel and its principles. 

Reaping is the actual "harvesting" of 

what has been sown.  In agriculture, 

reaping is the collection of the fruits 

which have produced by the sowing.  

In winning souls, reaping is that  

harvesting which occurs when souls 

who have had the Word planted in 

their hearts decide to obey it! 

What is important to appreciate is the 

statement quoted by Jesus in John 

4:37, "One sows and another reaps."  

Those who sow do not always witness 

the reaping that may one day occur.  

And many times those who reap are 

benefiting from the efforts of those 

who did the sowing before them.  In 

evangelism, this means that oftentimes 

you will be sowing the seed and it 

may appear that you are not getting 

any results.  But some time later those 

souls you were trying to reach may 

decide to finally obey the gospel and 

another Christian may actually do the 

reaping in your place!  Then again, 

there will be times when people just 

sort of "fall into your lap," ready and 

anxious to obey the gospel with little 

effort on your part.  In this case, you 

are reaping what others have sown! 

The point to keep in mind is that  

evangelism involves both "sowing" 

and "reaping," and there will be times 

when what you sow will be reaped  

by someone else.  Let this be an  

encouragement to you when it appears 

that you are not reaping as you would 

hope.  You might actually be making 

it much easier for some brother or 

sister in the future! 

An important element of success  

in personal work is perseverance.  

Those who persist in sowing the  

seed eventually bear fruit.  The  

problem with many people is wrong 

perspectives and negative attitudes.  

That translates into failure, no matter 

what the task is at hand. 

I hope that these shared perspectives 

can help us maintain the positive  

attitude necessary to persevere until 

Harvest Time is no more! 

 

Your Elders 
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Sick 

Vanderbilt Hospital (Nashville, TN) 

Don Cox 
 

Crestwood Hospital 

Dwight Steele 
 

HealthSouth Rehab 

Steve Bradford (Mary Bradford’s son) 
 

Home:  Robyn Brumlow 
 

Sympathy 

To Justin Gransky in the death of his grandmother,  

Annette Moon. 

We express sympathy to Glen and Donell Parker in the 

death of Donell’s niece, Waydene Woodward, Ashland 

City, TN. 

Also to Suzanne Rowden Clemons and family in  

the death of her husband, Bud.  They were previous 

members at Memorial Parkway. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership 

Welcome Scotty and Leslie Campbell and their  

children, Caleb and Chloe to our family!  Scotty is a 

Fire Driver/Engineer with Huntsville Fire and Rescue 

and Leslie works at the daycare/childcare with her 

mother, Cathy Peacock.  Caleb is 6 years old and Chloe 

is 2 years old.  Welcome them to our Chase Park      

family. 
 

Offices Closed 

Church offices closed Tuesday, July 4, in observance of 

Independence Day. 
 

Pantry Item 

Canned meats (chicken, pork, ham, spam, etc.) 

 

News Of Interest 

Today and Upcoming at Chase Park 

Thank You 

Family Care Program 

Teams B and D will meet today for potluck lunch.  

Team B leaders:  Gregg Crabtree and Fred Wells.  

Team D Leaders:  Ray Brown and Michael Sims. 
 

Regency Retirement Service 

Today:  1:30 p.m. 

Speaker:  John Denney 

Song Leader:  Jared Olbricht 

 

 

Hospital Visitation 

Team #1 (Atchley), please pick up your assignments 

following evening worship. 
 

Super Seniors 

Wednesday, July 5.  No lunch. 
 

Balance Class 

Thurs., July 6, 1:30 p.m.  No balance class Tuesday, 

July 4. 

 

“Dear Chase Park Family, 

Thank you so much for all the love and concern shown 

since Joe and Gladys’ accidents and stay in rehab.  The 

prayers, phone calls, flowers, visits, food and all the 

cards are deeply appreciated.  We are especially grateful 

to all those who sat with Gladys during her time in  

rehab.  This act of kindness helped more than you will 

ever know.  Our family has been associated with this 

congregation since 1961 and it has always come 

through when members need help, we just never 

thought that we would be on the receiving end and we 

are truly grateful.” 
 

Joe and Gladys Parker and family 

“Thank you all for putting me in your prayers!  Your 

kind words, cards and love shown have meant so much 

to me.  God is love!  By His grace and mercy, my  

burdens have been lifted.  Please keep me in your  

prayers and I will do the same for you!  Blessings to 

you all!” 

Sandra Moore. 
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Statistics 
 

Sunday, June 25, 2017 
 

AM Worship ................... 355 

Month Average  .............. 368 

Bible Class ...................... 304 

PM Worship .................... 232 

Wed., Jun. 28 Bible Classes ...... 265 

Regency Ret. Worship ...... 35 

Offering............... $14,980.39 

Budget ...................... $18,000 

Average ‘17 ............ $17,795. 

Under Budget for year...... -$5,329 

Building Fund  ......................$94.00 

 

 

Services 
 

Sunday 
 

Worship .................. 9:00 a.m. 

Bible Class ........... 10:15 a.m. 

Worship .................. 5:00 p.m. 
 

 
Wednesday 

 

Super Seniors ....... 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Class ............. 6:30 p.m. 

 

Web Site Home Bible Studies 
https://www.cpcofc.org/home-bible-studies 

(Lesson 1 Link) 
The Bible—God’s Holy Word 

 

 

Questions from the  Master Teacher 
  

2017 Midweek Summer Series 

July 5      “Was the baptism of John from heaven or from man?”      Luke 20:4 

                 A question about the source of our authority 

Guest Speaker: 

Randy Pyle 

Meridianville Church of Christ 

Huntsville, Alabama 

Why do we do what we do?  When it comes to our worship, service, and daily 

obedience to God, the question of authority is an important one.  In our modern 

religious world, doctrinal authority has, all too often, been taken out of God’s 

hands and delegated to people who hold some coveted position or designation—

councils, boards, synods, pope, bishops, or pastors, just to name a few.  But the 

problem of misplaced authority is not a new one.  We see it even among the 

Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day.  Traditions and teachings of men had become as 

binding, and in some cases, even more so than the commands of God.  As Jesus 

points out, that mentality was not acceptable then, and it is certainly not 

acceptable now.  When it comes to the question of authority in doctrinal matters, 

we must understand very clearly that there is only one—God!  Our responsibility 

is not to determine what is right or wrong based on our own thinking or on the 

opinion of the world, but rather to simply listen to God and submit to His will.  I 

hope you will be here this Wednesday as Randy Pyle leads us in a study of this 

questions and topic. 


